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Remember the Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan first finalised in 2019 for a public vote? 

After years of preparation based on deep and careful research, the Emsworth Neighbourhood 

Plan was drawn up by Emsworth Forum at various meetings held to keep local people informed. 

This was a long and difficult process but those who devoted so much time and effort to the 

publication had expected a final vote on it shortly.  A copy of the document can be read here:  

 

http://havant.gov.uk/emsworth-neighbourhood-planning 

 

This Neighbourhood Plan was due to be voted on in a final Referendum held at the same time as 

the election of local councillors firstly in in 2020, then delayed by a year to be voted on in the 

coming months in 2021.  With the Covid situation the May election 2021 is now likely to be 

delayed further and consequently the Emsworth Local Plan will not be up for a vote either at that 

time. This is an on-going concern particularly for those who had worked tirelessly to get the 

Neighbourhood Plan finalised. The Government has issued guidance to local councils that allow 

Neighbourhood Plans affected by the postponement to be given ‘significant weight’ in decision 

making ahead of the referendum taking place.  

 

The Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan gives significant guidance and advice to those engaged in 

planning applications about what is, and is not, likely to be acceptable to Havant Borough Council 

planners. Despite countless surveys and interviews completed to get the Plan document finalised, 

it is currently another problem due to the Covid crisis. Let’s hope it survives this setback and 

celebrates life support before too long. 

 

 
Ends….. 

Further information from ECLT via  Maggie Gebbett 01243 699517  or maggie_gebbett@yahoo.co.uk  

http://havant.gov.uk/emsworth-neighbourhood-planning

