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Future plans for Emsworth from Havant Borough Council

Havant BC has recently submitted its finalised Local Plan for inspection by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of
the Secretary of State. This extensive work provides comprehensive information on how HBC plans to manage
planning in the borough, particularly the building of new homes to 2037.

If the Plan is agreed it provides clear guidance for the work of HBC planners as well as outlining information on
future developments.

The lengthy document includes a section on Emsworth’s development sites. Page 229 onwards covers plans for
new housing in Emsworth focusing on key sites. The largest of these wholly within Emsworth is at Long Copse
Lane. It currently has 260 new dwellings listed as possible. However, there is still opposition from many
residents to the inclusion of this site, as they consider it wholly unsuitable for development.

Several other sites are mentioned with the number of new homes. Southleigh is the largest potential
development in the whole borough with possibly more than 2,000 new homes built eventually and 1,200 of these
planned for completion in the next 15 years. Only a small corner of the Southleigh site is within Emsworth ward,
but the development will have a major impact on Emsworth as the nearest centre for people moving in there.

The Emsworth Community Land Trust will make use of the Local Plan and be active in checking that there are
the appropriate number of affordable homes included. ECLT will also work to encourage and aid any community
developments. A section on Affordable Housing can be found from page 183 in HBC'’s Local Plan.

Another important key document is the Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan (ENP), put together by the Emsworth
Forum. The Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan has been accepted by an Independent Inspector, and accepted by
Havant Borough Council, being given ‘significant weight’ in planning matters by the Planning Department. A
separate public vote is organised for the Emsworth Plan on 8th July 2021.

The HBC Local Plan can be viewed online at:
https://cdn.havant.gov.uk/public/documents/CD01%20Submission%20Havant%20Borough%20Local%20PIlan.pdf

The Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan can be viewed online at:
https://cdn.havant.gov.uk/public/documents/Post%20Examination%20Referendum%20Version%200f%20the%20
Emsworth%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
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