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National open consultation on Planning Policy and Design codes —responses required
by March 27 2021

The government has announced its open consultation on changes to the National Planning
Policy framework. It includes a proposal for new design codes that are intended to ensure that
local communities will be at the heart of plans so that new developments in their area are
beautiful and well-designed. Comments need to arrive by 27 March 2021. All the details are
online here: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-planning-policy-framework-
and-national-model-design-code-consultation-proposals

The policy has been revised to implement major changes in response to the Building Better
Building Beautiful Commission “Living with Beauty” report. This report proposed three overall
aims. These were: ask for beauty, refuse ugliness and promote stewardship, and made 45
detailed policy propositions. The government’s response is to accept their recommendation for
a stronger focus on beauty in national planning policy, to ensure the system helps to foster
more attractive buildings and places, while also helping to prevent ugliness.

We at Emsworth CLT hope this means that local communities and neighbourhood
forums will really have a greater say in planning decisions. It was noted that the minister
announced the opening of a new Community Housing Fund to support community-based
organisations to bring forward local housebuilding projects for the £11.5 billion Affordable
Homes Programme, backed by £4 million of support for local plans.

It is also positive that the consultation document states that all plans should promote a
sustainable pattern of development that seeks to: meet the development needs of their area;
align growth and infrastructure; improve the environment; mitigate climate change (including
by making effective use of land in urban areas) and adapt to its effects.
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Further information from Maggie Gebbett 01243 699517 or maggie_gebbett@yahoo.co.uk
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