
 

PRESS RELEASE:  March 8 2021 

Government launches 'Right to Regenerate' consultation – fast responses please! 

The Government is asking for speedy feedback on its plans to make it easier for communities to 
buy underused land and derelict buildings for affordable housing and other community spaces.  
 
This consultation closes on 13 March 2021.  More details on 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/right-to-regenerate-to-turn-derelict-buildings-into-
homes-and-community-assets 
The ‘Right to Regenerate’ proposals put forward: 

·        Proposals for the public to have first right of refusal to purchase underused land   
·        Land to be sold by default, unless compelling reason not to  
·        Making it easier for the public to transform vacant land and derelict buildings into 
homes or community spaces 
  

Emsworth CLT would like to see a ‘right of first refusal’ for Community Land Trusts, other properly 
constituted community and charitable organisations, and for individuals or associations of 
individuals bringing forward self and custom-build housing proposals. This would align the policy 
with the Government’s ambition to diversify the housebuilding industry through these approaches, 
as stated for example in the Planning White Paper. 

It is particularly important that Community Land Trusts enjoy this right because the statutory 

definition of the CLT (in s79 of the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008) expressly requires that 

they then use the assets to further the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of the 

community. This further aligns the Right to Regenerate with the National Planning Policy 

Framework and the HM Treasury Green Book, and locks these objectives into the asset in 

perpetuity. 

 

 
Ends….. 

www.emsworthclt.org.uk   

Further information from Maggie Gebbett 01243 699517  or maggie_gebbett@yahoo.co.uk 


